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Statement of Significance 

The Holtite Manufacturing Company, better known as the 

Cat's Paw Rubber Company, located on the corner of Warner and 

Ostend Streets in South Baltimore was once the largest firm 

in the United States engaged exclusively in the manufacture 

of rubber and composition heels and soles. Close to both the 

railroad and harbor, the company easily imported raw rubber 

from the Far East and shipped its product nationwide. Although 

now manufactured by the American Bilt-Rite Corporation, Cat's 

Paw, the brand name of Holtite's soles and heels is still a 

familar trade-mark in shoe repair shops throughout North Ameri

ca and Europe. The "Get a Grip on Yourself" products have made 

this former Baltimore company familar to thousands of she wear

ers . 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Cat's Paw Rubber Factory is two buildings on the corner 
of Warner and Ostend Streets in South Baltimore. The older 
original building is at the northern end of the complex, the 
newer one at the south. 

The East Facade of the old building is of a heavy timber 
frame, four stories high and seven bays wide. The roof is 
flat and there is a corbled brick cornice. The top two floors 
are empty. The new building is three stories high and eight 
bays high with two loading docks onto the street. It is used 
for storage. 

The North Facade is fourteen bays wide altogether. The older 
section is four bays wide and four stories high, with a door at 
one end. In the newer section the original 9/9 paired sash 
windows have been replaced, and there is a fire escape. The 
far right section of the north facade is the latest addition, a 
long low storage building with a garage door. 

. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Ironically, the Cat's Paw Rubber Company, as Holtite was known 
in Baltimore, underwent its greatest period of expansion during 
the 1930's as a result of greater consumer demand to resole soles. 
The company opened a Canadian factory in Drumondsville -Quebec 

and in 1934 diversified the Warner Street plant to include pro-
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Interview with Paul J. Fineman, past president of Holtite Mfg. C 
Power Pictoral, no. 55 (June, 1946), pp. 14-16 
Querv file, Md Room, Enoch Pratt Free Library 
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duction of a combination metal plate /rubber heel. This partic
ular heel, the "2 in 1 Stratewalk", was patented by the firm in 
1936. 

Shortly after, the company again enlarged its Baltimore opera
tion. This included a new warehouse, the installation of a Poan-
berry mixer and variable speed mill to mix raw materials and the 
construction of an electric substation with three-phase convert
ers. In the early 1940's, the company added a new compressor 
building, mill and 2nd story addition to the central wing of the 
main building. Final alterations to the factory included the 
installation of a cooling system, with water and air pipes in 1955. 

The Cat's Paw Rubber Company was the country's largest produc
er of rubber soles and shoes throughout the early twentieth cen
tury. Rubber was shipped to Baltimore from the Far East and 
brought to the plant via the railroad. The raw materials, rubber 
and oils, were then mixed in large batches in a mill where it was 
worked and rolled to proper thickness and consistency. The rub
ber then underwent a second mixing in a smaller mill before being 
passed through the stamping press. Stamped out soles were later 
cured under heat and pressure. Holtite's market expanded over the 
years to include parts of Europe, South America, the Phillipines, 
as well as North America. 

In 1967, the American Bilt-rite Rubber Company of Chelsea, Mas
sachusetts bought the Holtite Manufacturing Company, better known 
as the Cat's Paw Rubber Company. For six years the factory con
tinued to produce heels and soles under the Cat's Paw trademark. 
In 1973, the factory was bought by the Maryland Cup Corporation 
which presently uses the buildings for making foam drinking cups. 
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Significance The Holtite Mfg. Co., better known as the Cat's Paw Rubber Co., located on the corner of Warner and 
Ostend Streets in Southi.Baltimore was once the largest firm in the United States engaged exclusively in the manufacture 
of rubber and composition heels and soles. Close to both the railroad and harbor, the company easily imported raw 
rubber from the Far East and shipped its product nationwide. Although now manufactured by the American Bilt-Rite 
Corporation, Cat's Paw, the brand name of Holtite's soles and heels, is still a familiar trademark in shoe repair 
shops throughout North America and Europe. The "Get a Grip on Yourself products have made this former Baltimore 
r ^ m p a n y f a m i l i a r 1-r. f h n n g a n ^ g r . f c h n o w a r p r c . | . 
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